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DETAILED ACTION 
Drawings 

New corrected drawings in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(d) are required in this 
application because several of the words are not legible because of small font and 
distorted letters. Applicant is advised to employ the services of a competent patent 
draftsperson outside the Office, as the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office no longer 
prepares new drawings. The corrected drawings are required in reply to the Office 
action to avoid abandonment of the application. The requirement for corrected drawings 
will not be held in abeyance. 

Specification 

Applicant is reminded of the proper format for an abstract of the disclosure. The 
abstract should be in narrative form and generally limited to a single paragraph 
on a separate sheet within the range of 50 to 150 words. It is important that the 
abstract not exceed 150 words in length since the space provided for the abstract 
on the computer tape used by the printer is limited. 

The abstract of the disclosure is objected to because of undue length. Correction 
is required. See MPEP § 608.01(b). 

Claim Objections 

Claim 17 is objected to because of the following informalities: Claim 17 is 
improper because it depends from a non-existent claim and because it fails to depend 
from a preceding claim. Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 



Application/Control Number: 09/875,841 
Art Unit: 3628 



Page 3 



(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

The factual inquiries set forth in Graham v. John Deere Co., 383 U.S. 1, 148 
USPQ 459 (1966), that are applied for establishing a background for deternnining 
obviousness under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) are summarized as follows: 

1 . Determining the scope and contents of the prior art. 

2. Ascertaining the differences between the prior art and the claims at issue. 

3. Resolving the level of ordinary skill in the pertinent art. 

4. Considering objective evidence present in the application indicating 
obviousness or nonobviousness. 

Clainns 1-15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 

Wolfe, US Pat. No. 6,282,517 in view of Dahod, US Pat. No. 6,574,608 and further in 

view of Koopersmith, US Pub. No. 2001/0042002. 

Re Claim 1: Wolfe discloses method of facilitating a transaction between a buyer and a 
plurality of sellers for a product sold at quoted rate comprising the steps of: 
establishing an information exchange system for exchanging information between said 
buyer and said plurality of sellers, said information exchange system being independent 
of said buyer and said plurality of sellers (Wolfe, col. 4, lines 31-34- "computerized 
purchase request communication system"); 

establishing a profile for said buyer in said information exchange system, said profile 
containing buyer information (Wolfe, col. 5, lines 34-39-"The Data Center system utilizes 
a database to store dealer information, buyer information..."] col. 6, lines 28-34); 
establishing an individual seller profile for each of said independent plurality of sellers 
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in said information exchange system, each of said individual seller profiles containing 
seller information for said individual seller, said product information for at least one of 
said products offered by said individual seller, and statistics for said individual seller 
(Wolfe, col. 2. lines 35-44; col. 4, lines 49-67; col. 5, lines 34-39- "The Data Center 
system utilizes a database to store dealer information, buyer information..."); and 
compiling said product information from said individual seller profiles using said buyer 
information and said seller information (Wolfe, col. 5, lines 34-39 "The Data Center 
system utilizes a database to store dealer information, buyer information, and program 
logic, for example, to associate the potential buyer to a specific dealer*'). 

Wolfe fails to explicitly disclose a method comprising the steps of 
receiving a request for product information from said buyer; 
transmitting said product information to said buyer; 

receiving a rate request for said product from said buyer based upon said product 
information; 

foHA/arding said rate request to said independent plurality of sellers; 

receiving a reply from at least one of said sellers, wherein said reply may contain one 

or more selected from the group consisting of said quoted rate, an alternate product 

proposal, and a refusal; and 

foHA/arding said reply to said buyer. 

Dahod discloses a method comprising the steps of: 
receiving a request for product information from said buyer (Dahod, abstract, col. 2, 
lines 30-38-"Potential buyers post descriptions of products and services they desire on 
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the Web site, along with any other personal information (typically other than contact 
information) that may better qualify their wants to the sellers."); 
transmitting said product infomnation to said buyer (Dahod, col. 2, lines 14-17; col. 2, 
lines 38-42-"The responses preferably include infomnation identifying the seller and 
describing the product or service offered by the seller."); 

Dahod fails to explicitly disclose a method comprising the steps of: 
receiving a rate request for said product from said buyer based upon said product 
information; 

forwarding said rate request to said independent plurality of sellers; 

receiving a reply from at least one of said sellers, wherein said reply may contain one 

or more selected from the group consisting of said quoted rate, an alternate product 

proposal, and a refusal; and 

forwarding said reply to said buyer. 

Koopersmith discloses a method comprising the steps of: 
receiving a rate request for said product from said buyer based upon said product 
information (Koopersmith, [OOOdythe consumer publishes to a plurality of suppliers a 
request to purchase a particular product or service at a particular price" [0022]); 
fonwarding said rate request to said independent plurality of sellers (Koopersmith, 
[0009Kthe consumer publishes to a plurality of suppliers a request to purchase a 
particular product or service at a particular price" [0022]); 

receiving a reply from at least one of said sellers, wherein said reply may contain one 
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or more selected from the group consisting of said quoted rate, an alternate product 
proposal, and a refusal (Koopersmith, [0009]- "If any of the suppliers desires to sell the 
product or service at the price specified by tfie consumer, that supplier responds to the 
consumer's request..."); and 

forwarding said reply to said buyer (Koopersmith, [0009]- "The consumer then accepts a 
suitable offer and consummates the transaction. Inherently, the offer is forwarded to the 
buyer in order for it to be accepted) . 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify the method of Wolfe by adopting the teachings of Dahod and 
Koopersmith to provide a method of facilitating a transaction between a buyer and a 
plurality of sellers for a product sold at quoted rate comprising the steps of: establishing 
an information exchange system for exchanging information between said buyer and 
said plurality of sellers, said information exchange system being independent of said 
buyer and said plurality of sellers; establishing a profile for said buyer in said information 
exchange system, said profile containing buyer information; establishing an individual 
seller profile for each of said independent plurality of sellers in said information 
exchange system, each of said individual seller profiles containing seller information for 
said individual seller, said product information for at least one of said products offered 
by said individual seller, and statistics for said individual seller; receiving a request for 
product information from said buyer; compiling said product information from said 
individual seller profiles using said buyer information and said seller information; 
transmitting said product information to said buyer; receiving a rate request for said 



Application/Control Number: 09/875.841 Page 7 

Art Unit: 3628 

product from said buyer based upon said product information; forwarding said rate 
request to said independent plurality of sellers; receiving a reply from at least one of 
said sellers, wherein said reply may contain one or more selected from the group 
consisting of said quoted rate, an alternate product proposal, and a refusal; and 
forwarding said reply to said buyer. 

One would have been motivated to modify Wolfe in order to improve customer 
satisfaction and to provide buyers with a way to reach a large number of sellers. 
Re Claims 2: Wolfe discloses a method further comprising the steps of: 
establishing a special offer seller profile for at least one special offer sellers in said 
information exchange system, said special offer seller being independent of said 
information exchange system; wherein said special offer seller profile contains seller 
information for said special offer seller, special offer formation for at least one product 
offered by said special offer seller, and statistics for said special offer seller (Wolfe, col. 
2, lines 35-44; col. 4, lines 49-67; col. 5, lines 34-39- "The Data Center system utilizes a 
database to store dealer information, buyer information...") 

Wolfe fails to explicitly disclose a method further comprising the steps of: 
transmitting at least one of said special offers to said buyer based upon said buyer 
information. 

Dahod discloses a method further comprising the steps of: 
transmitting at least one of said special offers to said buyer based upon said buyer 
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information (Dahod. col. 2, lines 14-17; col. 2, lines 38-42-"The responses preferably 
include information identifying the seller and describing the product or service offered by 
the seller."). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention modify the method of Wolfe by adopting the teachings of Dahod to provide a 
method further comprising the steps of: establishing a special offer seller profile for at 
least one special offer sellers in said information exchange system, said special offer 
seller being independent of said infonnation exchange system; wherein said special 
offer seller profile contains seller information for said special offer seller, special offer 
formation for at least one product offered by said special offer seller, and statistics for 
said special offer seller; and transmitting at least one of said special offers to said buyer 
based upon said buyer information. 

One would have been motivated to modify Wolfe in order to improve customer 
satisfaction and to provide buyers with a way to reach a large number of sellers. 
Re Claim 3: Wolfe discloses a method further comprising the steps of: 
establishing a seller group profile for at least one seller group in said information 
exchange system, said seller group being independent of said information exchange 
system; wherein said seller group profile contains seller group information for said seller 
group, offer formation for at least one product offered by said seller group, and statistics 
for said seller group (Wolfe, col. 2, lines 35-44; col. 4, lines 49-67; col. 5, lines 34-39- 
"The Data Center system utilizes a database to store dealer information, buyer 
information..."). 
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Wolfe fails to explicitly disclose a method further comprising the steps of: 
transmitting at least one of said seller group offers to said buyer based upon said buyer 
information (Wolfe, col. 2, lines 14-17; col. 2, lines 38-42-"The responses preferably 
include information identifying the seller and describing the product or service offered by 
the seller."). 

Dahod discloses a method further comprising the steps of: 
transmitting at least one of said seller group offers to said buyer based upon said buyer 
information (Dahod, col. 2, lines 14-17; col. 2, lines 38-42-"The responses preferably 
include information identifying the seller and describing the product or service offered by 
the seller."). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify the method of Wolfe by adopting the teachings of Dahod and 
Koopersmith to provide a method further comprising: establishing a special offer seller 
profile for at least one special offer sellers in said information exchange system, said 
special offer seller being independent of said information exchange system; wherein 
said special offer seller profile contains seller information for said special offer seller, 
special offer formation for at least one product offered by said special offer seller, and 
statistics for said special offer seller; and transmitting at least one of said special offers 
to said buyer based upon said buyer information. 

One would have been motivated to modify Wolfe in order to improve customer 
satisfaction and to provide buyers with a way to reach a large number of sellers. 
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Re Claim 4: Wolfe discloses a method wherein said buyer information comprises buyer 
preferences (Wolfe, Figs. 4,8- e.g., vehicle make,model,year; col. 5, lines 34-39-"The 
Data Center system utilizes a database to store dealer information, buyer 
information.,,"] col. 6, lines 28-34). 

Re Claim 5: Wolfe discloses a method wherein said product is suitable for any product 
(Wolfe, col. 5, lines 27-33 "Even though the invention is suitable for communicating a 
purchase request for any product, the invention will be further disclosed in the context of 
communicating a purchase request for a vehicle in a vehicle sales environment). Wolfe 
fails to explicitly disclose a method wherein said product is selected from one or more of 
the group consisting of lodging, airfare, car rental, boat rental, and vacation packages. 
Official Notice is taken that it is old and well-known that products and services subject to 
computer and web-based transactions often relate to travel services. For example. 
Cheap Tickets, Travelocity, AAA). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art at the time of the invention to modify the method of Wolfe to provide a method 
wherein said product is selected from one or more of the group consisting of lodging, 
airfare, car rental, boat rental, and vacation packages. One would have been motivated 
to modify Wolfe in order to target the large consumer base interested in products and 
services related to travel available on computer and web-based systems because of the 
ability to compare products, reduce transaction costs, and take advantage of special 
offers. 

Re Claim 6: Wolfe discloses an information exchange system for facilitating a 
transaction between a buyer and a plurality of sellers for a product sold at quoted rate, 
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said information exchange system being independent of said buyer and said plurality of 
sellers, said information exchange system being programmed to: 
establish a profile for said buyer, said profile containing buyer infomnation (Wolfe, col. 5, 
lines 34-39-"The Data Center system utilizes a database to store dealer information, 
buyer information.,,"] col. 6, lines 28-34); and 

establish an individual seller profile for each of said independent plurality of sellers, 
each of said individual seller profiles containing seller information for said individual 
seller, said product information for at least one of said products offered by said 
individual seller, and statistics for said individual seller (Wolfe, col. 2, lines 35-44; col. 4, 
lines 49-67; col. 5, lines 34-39- "The Data Center system utilizes a database to store 
dealer information, buyer information...") and 

compile said product information from said individual seller profiles using said buyer 
information and said seller information (Wolfe, col. 5, lines 34-39 "The Data Center 
system utilizes a database to store dealer information, buyer information, and program 
logic, for example, to associate the potential buyer to a specific dealer''). 

Wolfe fails to explicitly disclose a system programmed to: 
receive a request for product information from said buyer; 
transmit said product information to said buyer; 

receive a rate request for said product from said buyer based upon said product 
information; 

forward said rate request to said independent plurality of sellers; 

receive a reply from at least one of said sellers, wherein said reply may contain one 
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or more selected from the group consisting of said quoted rate, an alternate product 
proposal, and a refusal; and 
forward said reply to said buyer. 

Dahod discloses wherein said system programmed to: 
Receive request for product information from said buyer (Dahod, abstract, col. 2, lines 
30-38-"Potential buyers post descriptions of products and services they desire on the 
Web site, along with any other personal information (typically other than contact 
information) that may better qualify their wants to the sellers."); 
transmit said product information to said buyer (Dahod, col. 2, lines 14-17; col. 2, lines 
38-42-"The responses preferably include information identifying the seller and 
describing the product or service offered by the seller."); 

Dahod fails to explicitly disclose a system programmed to:: 
receive a rate request for said product from said buyer based upon said product 
information; 

forward said rate request to said independent plurality of sellers; 

receive a reply from at least one of said sellers, wherein said reply may contain one 

or more selected from the group consisting of said quoted rate, an alternate product 

proposal, and a refusal; and 

foHA/ard said reply to said buyer. 

Koopersmith discloses a system comprising the steps of: 
receive a rate request for said product from said buyer based upon said product 
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information (Koopersmith, [Q009y the consumer publishes to a plurality of suppliers a 
request to purchase a particular product or service at a particular price" [0022]); 
fonA/ard said rate request to said independent plurality of sellers (Koopersmith, [0009]- 
"the consumer publishes to a plurality of suppliers a request to purchase a particular 
product or service at a particular price" [0022]); 

receivie a reply from at least one of said sellers, wherein said reply may contain one 
or more selected from the group consisting of said quoted rate, an alternate product 
proposal, and a refusal (Koopersmith, [0009]- "If any of the suppliers desires to sell the 
product or service at the price specified by the consumer, that supplier responds to the 
consumer's request..."); and 

foHA/ard said reply to said buyer (Koopersmith, [0009]- "The consumer then accepts a 
suitable offer and consummates the transaction. Inherently, the offer is forwarded to the 
buyer in order for it to be accepted) . 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify the system of Wolfe by adopting the teachings of Dahod and 
Koopersmith to provide a information exchange system for facilitating a transaction 
between a buyer and a plurality of sellers for a product sold at quoted rate, said 
information exchange system being independent of said buyer and said plurality of 
sellers, said information exchange system being programmed to: establish a profile for 
said buyer, said profile containing buyer information; establish an individual seller profile 
for each of said independent plurality of sellers, each of said individual seller profiles 
containing seller information for said individual seller, said product information for at 
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least one of said products offered by said individual seller, and statistics for said 
individual seller; receive a request for product information from said buyer; compile said 
product information from said individual seller profiles using said buyer information and 
said seller information; transmit said product information to said buyer; receive a rate 
request for said product from said buyer based upon said product information; forward 
said rate request to said independent plurality of sellers; receive a reply from at least 
one of said sellers, wherein said reply may contain one or more selected from the group 
consisting of said quoted rate, an alternate product proposal, and a refusal; and forward 
said reply to said buyer. 

One would have been motivated to modify Wolfe in order to improve customer 
satisfaction and to provide buyers with a way to reach a large number of sellers. 
Re Claim 7: Claim 7 contains features or limitations present in claim 2 and is similarly 
rejected. 

Re Claim 8: Claim 8 contains features or limitations present in claim 3 and is similarly 
rejected. 

Re Claim 9: Claim 9 contains features or limitations present in claim 4 and is similarly 
rejected. 

Re Claim 10: Claim 10 contains features or limitations present in claim 5 and is 
similarly rejected. 

Re Claim 11: Wolfe discloses an information exchange system for facilitating a 
transaction between a buyer and a plurality of sellers for a product sold at quoted rate, 
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wherein said information exchange system is independent of said buyer and said 

plurality of sellers; said information exchange system comprising: 

a data source (Wolfe, abstract; col. 5, lines 34-42-"data Center sytem"); 

a user interface in communication with said data source, said user interface being 

programmed to (Wolfe, abstract- "A Data Center system has a system database, a 

buyer interface, and a dealer interface."; col. 2, lines 15-21; col. 2, lines 66+-col. 3, line 

1;col. 4, line 30-38): 

i) establish an individual seller profile for each of said independent plurality of 
sellers in said data source, each of said individual seller profiles containing seller 
information for said individual seller, said product information for at least one of said 
products offered by said individual seller, and statistics for said individual seller (Wolfe, 
col. 2, lines 35-44; col. 4, lines 49-67; col. 5, lines 34-39- "The Data Center system 
utilizes a database to store dealer information, buyer information..."); 

ii) establish a profile in said data source for said buyer containing buyer 
information (Wolfe, col. 5, lines 34-39-"The Data Center system utilizes a database to 
store dealer information, buyer in fonvation..,"] col. 6, lines 28-34); and 

a data source interface in communication with said user interface and said data source, 
said data source interface being programmed 

to compile said product information from said individual seller profiles using said buyer 
information and said seller information (Wolfe, col. 5, lines 34-39 "The Data Center 
system utilizes a database to store dealer information, buyer information, and program 
logic, for example, to associate the potential buyer to a specific dealer"), 
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Wolfe fails to explicitly disclose and information system comprising: 
a user interface in communication with said data source, said user interface being 
programmed to: 

iii) to receive a request for product infomnation from said buyer; 

a data source interface in communication with said user interface and said data source, 

said data source interface being programmed 

to transmit said product information to said buyer, 

to receive a rate request for said product from said buyer based upon said product 
information, 

to forward said rate request to said independent plurality of sellers, 

to receive a reply from at least one of said sellers, wherein said reply may contain one 

or more selected from the group consisting of said quoted rate, an alternate 

product proposal, and a refusal, 

and to forward said reply to said buyer. 

Dahod discloses an information system comprising: 
a user interface in communication with said data source, said user interface being 
programmed to: iii) to receive a request for product information from said buyer (Dahod, 
abstract, col. 2, lines 30-38-"Potential buyers post descriptions of products and services 
they desire on the Web site, along with any other personal information (typically other 
than contact information) that may better qualify their wants to the sellers."); a data 
source interface in communication with said user interface and said data source, said 
data source interface being programmed to transmit said product information to said 
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buyer (Dahod, col. 2. lines 14-17; col. 2, lines 38-42-"The responses preferably include 
information identifying the seller and describing the product or service offered by the 
seller."), 

Dahod fails to explicitly disclose an information system comprising: 
a data source interface in communication with said user interface and said data source, 
said data source interface being programmed to receive a rate request for said product 
from said buyer based upon said product infonnation, to forward said rate request to 
said independent plurality of sellers, to receive a reply from at least one of said sellers, 
wherein said reply may contain one or more selected from the group consisting of said 
quoted rate, an alternate product proposal, and a refusal, and to fonA/ard said reply to 
said buyer. 

Koopersmith discloses an information system comprising: a data source 
interface in communication with said user interface and said data source, said data 
source interface being programmed to receive a rate request for said product from said 
buyer based upon said product information (Koopersmith, [OOOdythe consumer 
publishes to a plurality of suppliers a request to purchase a particular product or service 
at a particular price" [0022]), to forward said rate request to said independent plurality 
of sellers (Koopersmith, [0009]-"the consumer publishes to a plurality of suppliers a 
request to purchase a particular product or service at a particular price" [0022]), to 
receive a reply from at least one of said sellers, wherein said reply may contain one or 
more selected from the group consisting of said quoted rate, an alternate product 
proposal, and a refusal(Koopersmith, [0009]- "If any of the suppliers desires to sell the 
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product or service at the price specified by the consumer, that supplier responds to the 
consumer's request..."), and to fonA^ard said reply to said buyer (Koopersmith, [0009]- 
"The consumer then accepts a suitable offer and consummates the transaction. 
Inherently, the offer is forwarded to the buyer in order for it to be accepted). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify the system of Wolfe by adopting the teachings of Dahod and 
Koopersmith to provide an information system comprising an information exchange 
system for facilitating a transaction between a buyer and a plurality of sellers for a 
product sold at quoted rate, wherein said information exchange system is independent 
of said buyer and said plurality of sellers; said information exchange system comprising: 
a data source; a user interface in communication with said data source, said user 
interface being programmed to: i) establish an individual seller profile for each of said 
independent plurality of sellers in said data source, each of said individual seller profiles 
containing seller infonnation for said individual seller, said product information for at 
least one of said products offered by said individual seller, and statistics for said 
individual seller; ii) establish a profile in said data source for said buyer containing buyer 
information; and iii) to receive a request for product information from said buyer; a data 
source interface in communication with said user interface and said data source, said 
data source interface being programmed to compile said product information from said 
individual seller profiles using said buyer information and said seller information, to 
transmit said product information to said buyer, to receive a rate request for said 
product from said buyer based upon said product information, to forward said rate 
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request to said independent plurality of sellers, to receive a reply from at least one of 
said sellers, wherein said reply may contain one or more selected from the group 
consisting of said quoted rate, an alternate product proposal, and a refusal, and to 
foHA/ard said reply to said buyer. 

One would have been motivated to modify Wolfe in order to improve customer 
satisfaction and to provide buyers with a way to reach a large number of sellers. 
Re Claim 12: Claim 12 contains features or limitations present in claim 2 and is 
similarly rejected. 

Re Claim 13: Claim 13 contains features or limitations present in claim 3 and is similarly 
rejected. 

Re Claim 14: Claim 14 contains features or limitations present in claim 4 and is similarly 
rejected. 

Re Claim 15: Claim 15 contains features or limitations present in claim 5 and is similarly 
rejected. 

Claims 16 and 17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Wolfe, Dahod and Koopersmith as applied to claim 1 1 above, and further in view of 
Perkowski, US Pub. No. 2002/0004753 and Esposito, US Pat. No. 6,587,838. 
Re Claim 16: Wolfe discloses an information exchange system wherein said user 
interface is a Web server (Wolfe, abstract- "A Data Center system has a system 
database, a buyer interface, and a dealer interface."; col. 2, lines 15-21; col. 2, lines 
66+-C0I. 3, line 1; col. 4, line 30-38). Wolfe fails to explicitly disclose an information 
exchange system wherein said data source is a relational database, and said data 
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source interface is one or more selected from the group consisting of a CGI program, an 
API, and a set of interface tools for said relational database. Perkowski discloses an 
information exchange system wherein said data source is a relational database 
(Perkowski, [0036][0050][0051][0052]). Perkowski fails to explicitly disclose an 
information exchange system wherein said data source interface is one or more 
selected from the group consisting of a CGI program, an API, and a set of interface 
tools for said relational database. Esposito discloses an information exchange system 
wherein said data source interface is one or more selected from the group consisting of 
a CGI program, an API, and a set of interface tools for said relational database 
(Esposito, col. 3, lines 30-33). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
art at the time of the invention to modify the information exchange system of Wolfe by 
adopting the teachings of Dahod, Koopersmith, Perkowski and Esposito to provide an 
information exchange system, wherein said data source is a relational database, said 
user interface is a Web server, and said data source interface is one or more selected 
from the group consisting of a CGI program, an API, and a set of interface tools for said 
relational database. One would have been motivated to modify Wolfe in order to 
provide easier access to users and to help users manipulate the data. 
Re Claim 17: Wolfe fails to explicitly disclose an information exchange system, further 
comprising an email server for communicating among said buyer and said plurality of 
sellers. Perkowski discloses an information exchange system, further comprising an 
email server for communicating among said buyer and said plurality of sellers 
(Perkowski, [0012][0036]). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art 
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at the time of the invention to modify the infomriation exchange system of Wolfe by 
adopting the teachings of Dahod, Koopersmith, Perkowski and Exposito to provide an 
information exchange system, further comprising an email server for communicating 
among said buyer and said plurality of sellers. One would have been motivated to 
modify Wolfe in order shorten the length of time between communications among the 
parties; to provide a written record and aid in the overall efficiency of the transactions. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Sara Chandler whose telephone number is 571-272- 
1 1 86. The examiner can normally be reached on 8-4:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Hyung Sough can be reached on 571-272-6799. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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